INTRODUCTION
This paper argues that China's attitude to multilateral trade is unclear. Moreover, China assumes little responsibility to maintain international order in global economic governance. In other words, China should hide less behind the status of a developing country and stand up to its own ambition to new leadership. For example, China seems to go against "traditional" powers (mainly the U.S.), and tends to focus on South-South regionalism The results of the July 2008 World Trade Organization (WTO) miniministerial conference, composed of a trade G-7,'-are evidence of this. At the miniministerial, WTO members' latest attempt to salvage a deal in the Doha round broke down. Import-sensitive China and India were pitted against the U.S.'s demands for predictable market access for farnl products.3
In addition, for most of the Cold War period, China "was not prepared to play entirely by the rules."4 By the 1990s, however, China had fully accepted the identity of statehood and the rights and duties implied by sovereignty.5 It accepted these pluralist rules at a time when the rules of the game were changing Ó The dynamics of this changing order were driven by economic liberalization and the advance of liberal values and purposes including universal human rights. In 2005, then U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Robert Zoellick, gave a speech entitled "Whither China: From Membership to Responsibility, "7 which focused on the rise of China's international influence and the management of a Sino-U.S. great power relationship. Zoellick expressed anxiety about China's remarkable economic growth and growing influence as well as uncertainties about how China will use its power. He said "[Mjany countries hope China will pursue a peaceful rise, but none will bet their future on it."' The idea of China as an international stakeholder has been reinforced by U.S. foreign practitioners and scholars in many documents and speeches related to U.S. foreign policy. For example, the 2006 U.S. National Security Strategy reaffirmed China's international status as a global player and urged that "[China] must act as a responsible stakeholder that fulfills its obligations and works with the United States and others to advance the international system that has enabled its success It is therefore argued in this paper that it is necessary to pave the way for responsible multilateralism 10 for the common goal11 of establishing peace, security, and prosperity in the 21st century The paper is divided into four parts. After the introduction, Part u deals with the criteria to be a global economic superpower, making the case that China is one of the three global economic superpowers today (the U.S. and the EU being the other two; the EU remains the world's biggest economyl3). Part III examines China's attitude toward multilateral trade, making the case for China's preference for regionalism, and analyzes China's position at the WTO. Part IV presents some concluding remarks.
II. A NEW GLOBAL ECONOMIC SUPERPOWER ON TIIE BLOCK
The establishment of the People's Republic of China took place in 1949. Since then, not only has China undergone an extraordinary transformation domestically, but
